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Foreword 

It is a pleasure to be able to write my Tenth annual report as the Club's Administrator; a 

position that has evolved from the classic Secretarial role into one that has responsibility for 

Fixture Management and Welfare too... 

 

I hope that you find this document a compelling read and a fair and accurate assessment of 

Wellington CC in 2018. 

 

David Derrick 

September 2018 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Operational Review 

 

General 

After the relegation suffered by the 1
st

 XI in 2017, when five seasons of WEPL Somerset 

Division cricket came to an end, coupled with the stepping down and eventual departure of 

1
st

 XI Captain Alex Sparks, the Club was at a bit of a crossroads this time last year as 

questions such as who will fill Alex’s shoes, what will the Premier Division of the Somerset 

League bring on a micro and a macro scale and how will the 1
st

 XI adapt to this level were all 

swirling around. 

It is so pleasing that, a year on, under a new, young, vibrant and committed 1
st

 XI Captain in 

Arron Campbell we can look forward to WEPL Somerset Division cricket once more in 2019 

and I am sure that we will be ready, both as a 1
st

 XI and a Club, for this quick turnaround. 

 

1
st

 XI (including Competitive T20 Matches) 

In the end the 1
st

 XI finished third in the Premier Division of the Somerset League and, given 

WEPL’s dynamic for the 2019 season, they needed three teams to move up from the County 

League and so our instant return to what should be our most senior team’s minimum level 

of competition was achieved. 

On the balance of play we could lay claim to being the best side in the Division for we beat 

eventual SCL Champions Taunton Deane 2 twice at home (in League and SCB Cup action) 

and had them in right old pickle away from home in the League before the game just got 

away in the latter stages of their innings from us and they took full advantage when it came 

to our turn to bat. 

Runners up Street were despatched emphatically at home and were mighty fortunate to get 

a tie when we visited them. 

Defeat came our way only four times, but each such occasion perhaps showed that while we 

can make a very good and most reasonable level of claim to having been the Division’s best 

team overall others had more consistency… Our batting let us down in each defeat in some 

way, but whatever the details and the specifics the reaction to the relegation of twelve 

months ago was just about perfect and that we are going to be able to ply our trade in WEPL 

once more with what represents as swift a return as you could hope for will gladden the 

hearts of all who are involved with the Club this close season. 

Whereas in 2017 the team’s competitive T20 achievements were what shone through this 

past season’s were more modest as the two strands of the Baker Cup that we were involved 

in were exited at the first stage, but an SCB Intermediate Cup Quarter Final place was 

achieved by way of the best offering in this respect. 

Reassuming WEPL status in 2019 will see that the National T20 competition will become 

available to us once more and we will be asking to enter the WEPL region’s competition for 

sure. The SCB Major’s Cup will be what is available there and both elements will require 

coloured clothing to be worn 

Overall Arron, Luke Desave and their squad can be very proud of their achievements in 2018 

and plans and ideas for the next campaign will start to be made and postulated from now; 

working with Pete Sanderson has delivered benefit so and could unlock much more going 

forward. 

 

 

 



2
nd

 XI 

The 2
nd

 XI had a rough and tough season in Division Four of the Somerset League in 2018; it 

is, perhaps, worth reminding ourselves, as we did with the 1
st

 XI in the previous section, of 

the team’s status twelve months go… 

It had finished 2017 in third place in the same division and was to be offered a place in 

Division Three of the Somerset League for 2018; this was turned down given the perceived 

strength of the team in 2018 amongst other factors. 

What transpired in 2018 was a big dose of bad luck occurred as skipper Rob Moysey was 

injured from bowling at the end of May and it took three months for him to be able to even 

so much as try this aspect of the game again with any authority; luckily his ability to bat 

effectively returned sooner. 

Rob’s dedication to the cause saw him play, especially just after the injury had occurred, 

when he probably should not have done so to ensure that the side had at least ten in the 

side on some occasions even if he was very much restricted in what he could do. 

Ryan Adams, as 2018’s Vice-Captain, gave all that he could to the team whenever he could 

do allowing for his work commitments. 

Another handicap for the side was the lack of continuity that arose from a lack of consistent 

availability; not once was the same side on show in two consecutive weeks and that there 

were multiple changes made to the selected team every week was never going to benefit. 

A move to foster more commitment from the off and that commitment be met would set 

things up for whatever the fresh challenge in a lower division looks like in 2019. 

Despite the raw statistical aspects of this last season there were enough performances of 

quality to suggest that the team can flourish in the very near future. 

 

3
rd

 XI 

A fifth placed finish for the 3
rd

 XI in Division Seven South was a very acceptable return for 

what is now a well established and vital part of our operational structure. 

Providing a base for the young players in the Club to take their first steps in senior cricket 

was again a core principle of the team and many settled into having a good season for the 

team and some achieved promotion to the 2
nd

 XI and in one case to the 1
st

 XI. 

Having a player of the profile of Andy Hurry on board was so good to have for he loved 

playing for the side and assisted with all aspects of it, even saying so in print in the local 

press. 

Des Campbell once more combined his ground work duties with the management of the 

team and this deserves a hearty pat on the back for this is a lot of work on top of one’s 

employment. 

Richard Henwood, as Vice-Captain, took the helm in four games and is thanked for 

overseeing matters when asked to do so and in a seamless fashion too. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Sunday League XI 

It was a good season for the Campbell cousins in their first seasons as the respective 

Captains of the teams that they were elected to oversee in 2018 as Arron achieved 

promotion for the 1
st

 XI and Macaulay saw the Sunday League XI win the Taunton and 

District League for the third time in five seasons. 

The new Captain did not have previous experience of such a role as far as I know and so to 

achieve this success first time up was excellent. 

Sunday cricket, so we are told, is in decline all over the local area and wider; I cannot 

disagree with this as an overall statement and there will always be some Clubs that have to 

admit defeat in any season where running a team on a Sunday is concerned, but we are 

lucky to have a core of senior players who will turn out twice a weekend and play and, 

whilst this should never be taken for granted and there were some occasions when the 

team was completed on the evening before play, there is enough goodwill for us to continue 

to seek out a full Sunday fixture list. 

We won five games in a row and the early season double that started that run got the 

momentum going and, despite the one defeat suffered by the team all season in any form of 

the game coming in the run in, this was never lost despite the weather playing a part as the 

season closed out. 

We look forward to having a good go at retaining this award in 2019. 

 

Sunday Non-League XI 

Some good social games were played in 2019 and there were some call offs too; all part and 

parcel of playing on the Sabbath, but we were unbeaten in these games and they offered 

the chance to experiment with batting orders and bowling line ups. 

Procuring more home games of this type is a stated aim for 2019. 

 

Midweek XI 

The team played just two games in 2018 and these were excellent social affairs that we 

won. 

Taking on all afternoon games is to be discontinued as availability due to work 

commitments was an issue and even some of the evening matches suffered similarly; all to 

be looked at over the close season before any commitments are made for 2019. 

 

Ladies Section 

That we delivered on a long term wish to offer the game to Ladies came to fruition in 2018 

with involvement in Somerset Cricket Board’s Active8 initiative, through some internally 

delivered tuition and then to a Softball Tournament. 

We have a committed and enthusiastic group of Ladies who are on board here and we are 

looking to how to deliver the best offer that we can, both on and off the field of play as we 

move towards 2019. 

 

Under 11s 

Under first time Team Manager Tom Knell the team did as well as they could and won the 

Taunton and District Youth League’s Western Division B for eight a side teams. 

The squad was a capable one and there is some real ability there which can stand the Club 

in good stead for the long term. A move to playing eleven a side cricket in 2019 is in the 

offing. 



Under 13s 

Another first time Team Manager in Andy Weymouth oversaw this team and they were 

good value for a fourth placed finish overall and, already, some of the squad have had a 

taste of senior cricket with more of that to come in 2019. 

Eleven a side cricket is desirable for this age group, but the safer option, based on ability, is 

to stick with eight a side games for now. 

 

Under 15s 

That we did not have enough of this age group to field a full side was not an issue as the 

team was augmented by Under 13s squad members who were deemed to be able to make 

the step up; 2018 was a tough season and it was thanks to the continued efforts of Team 

Manager Mark Salter that the team played the bulk of its programme. 

Things should ease for 2019 though as some of the Under 13s squad step up by right. 

 

Non-Operational Review 

The Club remains committed to offering a wholesome selection of social activities both in 

and out of season and those that were held in 2018 were no exception as our Ladies 

Committee efforts were headlined by an ‘Elvis Night’ in late July; there were private parties 

held too as WCC becomes known as a venue for events outside of the Club’s own spectrum. 

What does need to improve is the footfall from players of all kinds to the Club arranged  

events… Putting on such events, effectively, sees that match fees and subscriptions do not 

have to rise per se; imagine what the cost of a match fee would be per head if the cost of 

the ground (preparation and hire), ablutions, tea, match officials and two new balls being 

provided were all simply passed on to the eleven players playing in any one game! 

We need the playing community to get more involved, even if it started with all coming back 

to base for a soft drink – this would be something to build on and needs to be the case in 

2019 #makeithappen is the tag line we need to stick with and achieve… 

The hard work of the Management Committee members to see that our commitments to 

and in the game are met, the ground is ready, the clubhouse is open for business, that 

youngsters are tutored and coached, administration is done and many other tasks besides 

needs to be noted and thanks given to everyone who is a part of this. 

Not forgetting too, the goodwill of our supporters, sponsors and kin spirits that make the 

Club what it is; this was recognised in 2018 when the Club donated to the cost of group 

transport for the final 1
st

 XI game of the season. 

The Past Players Association continued its benevolence to the Club with another sizeable 

cash donation and their programme of social events benefited from the fine weather that 

the summer of 2018 delivered and this saw the Club benefit from footfall. 

Let’s move forward into 2019 on a firm footing both on and off the field of play and see 

what we can achieve TOGETHER. 

 

David Derrick 

September 2018 

 


